
Good reads for 1st and 2nd years: recommended by students 

Title Author Genre 

“A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder” 

(series) 

Holly Jackson Murder/Mystery 

“Girls Play Too” Jacqui Hurley Sport 

“The Inheritance Games” Jennifer Lynn Barnes Mystery 

“The Do Over” Lynn Painter Romance (14-17) 

“Alex Rider” (series) Anthony Horowitz Thriller 

“Skullduggery Pleasant” (series) Derek Landy Fantasy/Thriller 

“The BFG” Roald Dahl Never too old for a good story! 

“The Twits” Roald Dahl  

“Mathilda” Roald Dahl  

“Bad Dad" David Walliams Another favourite! 

“The Boy in the Dress” David Walliams  

“Born to Run” Michael Morpurgo Animals 

“Good Night Mr. Tom” Michelle Magorian Wartime 

“The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas” John Boyne Wartime 

“Diary of a Wimpy Kid” (series Jeff Kinney Fun graphic novels 

Harry Potter series JK Rowling Magic/mystery 

“A Series of Unfortunate Events” Lemony Snickett Family/Gothic 

“Enola Holmes” Nancy Springer Mystery 

“Holes” Louis Sacher Mystery 

“Jolly Foul Play” Robin Stevens Mystery 

“Murder Most Unladylike” Robin Stevens Mystery 

“Percy Jackson” Rick Riordan Fantasy 

“Under The Hawthorn Tree” Marita Conlon McKenna Historical 

“Bridge to Terabithia” Katherine Paterson Fantasy 

“The Ghost of Thomas Kemp” Penelope Lively Ghost story 

“Wings of Fire” Tui T Sutherland Fantasy 

“The Young Rebels” Morgan Llywelyn Historical Fiction 

“Bog Child” Siobhán Dowd The Troubles/Romance 

“The London Eye Mystery” Siobhán Dowd Mystery 

“The Summer I Turned Pretty” Jenny Han Romance 

“Love and Gelato” Jenna Evans Welch Romance 

“The Missing” (series) Sophie Mc Kenzie Historical/Time Travel 

“The Hunger Games” Suzanne Collins Dystopian drama 

“The Maze Runner” James Dashner Sci-Fi Dystopian 

“Splash” Charli Howard Friendship/Uplifting 

“The Lost Bookshop” Evie Woods Historical/Romance 

“The Diary of Anne Frank” Anne frank Wartime 

“The Book Thief” Markus Zusak Wartime 

“The Weight of Water” Sarah Crossan Growing up 

Sherlock Holmes (series) Arthur Conan Doyle Classic Mystery 

“The Flight of the Doves” Walter Macken Classic Irish History 

“Emma” Jane Austen Classic Romance 

“Jane Eyre” Charlotte Bronte Classic gothic romance 

“The Hobbitt” JRR Tolkien Fantasy Classic 

“Anne of Green Gables” L. M. Montgomery Classic 

“The Chronicles of Narnia” CS Lewis Fantasy Classic 

   

   

   



 


